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Investing in a decent pair of good-looking headphones can radically enhance your 
portable listening pleasure and protect your ears, writes TIAHN WETZLER

Spy v Spy 
$0.99,  iPad

DEALS OF THE WEEK 
Gadgets for dad
Compare before you buy at 

www.getprice.com.au

Play it safe

US researchers have made an “electronic nose” that sniffs out chemical 
and gas leaks. The Nano Engineered Applications gadget could be a 
germophobe’s dream — it may soon sync with a smartphone.
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The Nokia
Monster Purity

headset is a
bright idea for

your ears.

THERE are two good reasons to write
about Spy v Spy. Firstly, it’s a Mad
Magazine-inspired game. Second, it
allows us to publish the word ‘‘clod’’.

This game is a modern update of the
original Commodore 64 version and
once again, it’s Black Spy v White Spy in
a race to see who can exit a foreign
embassy first.

Of course, it’s not simply a matter of
walking out the door — to be given
clearance you must first find important
items hidden in various rooms, namely
a passport, a key and cash.

If the other spy grabs these items
first, you can simply attack him to steal
them — but, of course, there’s more fun
to be had by setting booby traps.

You can rig paintings, doors or safes
with bombs, springs, a gun on a wire or
acid in a bucket.

Good spies know how to defuse booby

traps so you can defeat these traps if you
have the right tools.

The controls can be a bit glitchy but a
fix has been promised via a yet-to-be-
released update.

The iOS version has a campaign
mode with several levels and a
multiplayer mode.

Graphics have been modernised but
the game also includes the original C64
8-bit version.

This isn’t a game you will play
endlessly but, for 99c, it is well worth
downloading as a nostalgic blast from
the past. – MS

IT’S been a while since we really had
to buy headphones for music-
listening devices.

It’s also been a while since music-
listening devices were a separate
entity from the mobile phone.

These days most people settle for
the small headphones that come
with mobile phones, even though
they get tangled in your bag or
pocket and crackle when the music
is too loud.

To add to the problem, you usually
have to replace them at some stage
which, despite their tiny size, can end
up being expensive.

And then there are those people
who sit on public transport with
chunky headphones that block out
the potential for any interaction or
sound other than the music they’re
listening to.

But maybe it’s time to stop and

think because these people have it
right in a lot of ways.

If you can get past the fact that big
headphones stand out and you will
look like you’re about to mix some
beats, investing in a decent pair will
be a wise decision.

Take the Parrot Zik wireless
headphones — they’re sleek, black
and aren’t as oversized as many
others on the market.

Their fit over the ears is so snug
you’ll forget you even have
headphones on and they don’t have
that hearing-damaging effect that the
smaller ones have because you don’t
have to blast the music to get decent
sound to hear over the top of public
transport commotion.

You can use them wirelessly by
connecting them to your phone or
other music-listening device via
Bluetooth or there is still the option

of using a wire if you are worried the
Bluetooth will disconnect.

Another great product available is
the Monster Purity HD headphones,
which come in white, black, magenta
and cyan.

These are recommended for use
with the Nokia Lumia phone, but they
work well with other units including
the iPhone 4S.

They also look pretty cool but while
they don’t fit the ear with the same
level of comfort as the Parrot pair,
they are a bit smaller and come with a
nifty case that they fold into.

If you’re looking for convenient
portability, these are probably the go.

Again, you’ll get fantastic sound
and bass without having to blast your
ears off.
� Parrot Zik headphones $499;
Nokia Monster Purity headset
$229.95.

Samsung Galaxy S III 16Gb
$533

Aston Martin DBS wireless
car mouse $54.95

DeLonghi DEBC145 bar
fridge $1048

Bushnell NEO golf GPS $77

Apple iPad 3 wi-fi + 4G
64Gb tablet $732

In tune with the latest
GUGLIELMO Marconi invented the
radio in the 1890s — an invention that
ushered in a new dawn for
communication and entertainment.

The first sounds were crackly and
rudimentary, but fast-forward to today
and the humble radio has morphed into
a multi-purpose device.

Aussie technology company Kogan
has just released the Deluxe Radio that
ticks all the boxes for a next-generation
digital radio.

The device is a clock, digital radio,
iPhone or iPod dock and a music
streamer rolled into one.

Looking at each component, the
Deluxe Radio supports digital audio
broadcasting, which means you get
crystal-clear quality when listening to
radio stations.

The radio supports wireless 802.11
b/g which can give you access to

a plethora of extra content on
the internet.

The Kogan Deluxe Radio also
has a unique key that can be
used to register your radio on
the internet, then it is just a
matter of adding your favourite
internet stations to the device to be
able to stream their content directly to
your radio.

Once the device is connected on your
network you can stream audio from any
compatible Universal Plug and Play
device. You could stream your entire
music library directly to the radio.

If you have an iPod or iPhone you
can dock and charge that device
directly on top of the radio.

For Android or Windows phones you
can use the 3.5mm audio jack to
connect to the radio and to navigate
through the different menus with a

remote control included. The Deluxe
radio does not have a colour display
and it can be a little tricky for the
novice user to add it to their network,
but if you can put up with that you have
a top-notch multifunctional radio that
pumps good sound quality
for $139.

– ASH
www.TekTime.com.au

Twitter #TekTime


