
DISPlAY 

ASUSPB29BQ 
Some of the height, all of the price 

PRIC[ sno 
www.asus.com.au 

This is the latest Ultra-wide display 

to llit the market , using the rather 
strange resolution of 2560 x 1080 

stretched over a bizarre 21:9 aspect 
ratio. The intent is to deliver a larger 

horizontal field of view, with the moni tor 
having a 29 " span across the diagonal. 

It's almost li ke a triple screen EyeFinity 

display, but without the bezels, the 
width or the angled side monitors to 
make peripheral viewing easier. 

We're very happy with the quality 

of the image delivered by th is di splay, 
courtesy of the high quality IPS panel 

used within. Colour reproduction, black 
levels and contrast are all top notch, 

as evidenced by the di splay patterns 
we ran via lagorn.n l's online tests. 

However, the response time is a little 

lacklustre, a common complaint of IPS, 
wh ich makes this less than idea l fo r 

seriou s PC garners. 
Our major concern though is the 

DISPlAY 

price. At over $700, 
it 's the same price as 

ASUS's 2560 x 1440 

27 " mon itor, the PB278Q, 
which delivers a who le lot 

more screen rea l estate, 
with 33% more pixe ls. 

There's also the issue 

that the outer edges aren't 
bent inwards , wh ich mea ns the user 

is looking at tl1ern at a relatively 
oblique angle. Finally, we also found 

issues with several games that didn't 

support thi s aspect rat io, as it's such 
a niche format . 

Wh ile the concept is cool, the reality 

is that the PB278Q is the much better 

buy. It might be a couple of inches 
smaller across the diagona l, but the 

increased height makes for a vastly 
superior gaming display, relegating 

the PB298Q to being an aspect-ratio 

oddity. BENNETT RING l:l!l 

· Excellent image quality 
• Nice and bright 
• Duality bezel and stand 

• Average response time 
• loo expensive 

VERDICT Bigger is not 

always better, especially wl1en 

t11e l1eigl1t isn't matcl1ed by 
the widtll . 
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Kogan 30'' Cinema Display 
Budget screens go big 

PRIC[ S699 
www.kogan.com 

Considering most th irty inch monitors 
cost upwards of $1,200, Kogan's 
debut entry has a price that is 

shockingly low. Packing a whopping 

2560 x 1600 pixe ls into its gargantuan 
frame, the price per pixe l doesn't get 
any better than th is. 

As with Kogan's TVs, the bezel isn't 

anything to write horne about, with 
a chunky plastic design, but at least 

the stand is nice and adjustable. The 
onscreen display is also lacking, with 

only has the most basic image quali ty 
settings. The default brightness is a 

tad on the dim side, but switching to 

game mode cranked it up, with the 
side effect of adding a blue tinge to 
the colours. Unfortunately, this also 

destroyed the image quality, wip ing 

out any form of black or white level 
performance, so we returned to 

standard mode for benchmarking. 
To our delight, this screen packs an 

IPS display, and it passed all of the 

lagorn .nl tests with flying colours when 
set to standard mode. Response t ime 

wasn't quite up there with a standard 

a LCD, but at thi s price it's more than 
acceptable. Both games and movies 
looked absolutely spectacular, and 

it sca led 1080p videos wonderful ly. 

The range of input opt ions is 
comprehensive, with DisplayPort, HDMI, 

DVI and VGA all included, making this 
suitable for multiple inputs. 

This bad boy will really flex its 
muscles after a proper ca libration, 

which should boost the brightness 

without wiping out image quality. It 's 
well worth the effort to do so, as you'll 

end up with a fantastic display at 
around half the price of the competition. 

Kudos has done it again, and hopefu lly 
th is value-packed slab of pi xe ls wil l 

inspire the likes of Dell to drop their 
zany pricing. BENNETT RING 1:Z!1 

· Excellent irnage!tuali ty 
when calibrated 

· Rubbish bezel 
• Lacklustre onscreen display 

VERDICT At 11alf t l1e price of 
til e competition, yet packing 

most of the image quality, this is ii'i " big-" '""-
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